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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the third Office Action for serial number 10/716,882, Elementary And 
Complex Coupling Devices. And Their Use , filed on November 20, 2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-3, and 5-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, with all hinging means allow rotation around an axis with 
respect to what ground? It is not clear. 

Regarding claim 1 1, which is depending on claim 1, it is not understood how all 
three elementary coupling devices with all hinging means allow rotation around an axis. 

Claims 2-3, 5-10, and 12-23 are rejected as inherently depending on rejected 
claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-2, 5-18, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 3,419,238 to Flory. 

Flory '238 discloses an elementary coupling device, comprising a means for 
stiffening the elementary coupling device against torsion (fig. 1), linking means 
(5,6,7,15,16,17) for linking the means for stiffening to a second object (1) to be coupled, 
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first hinging (2,3,4) means for hinging each means for linking directly or indirectly on the 
second object (1) to be coupled to be coupled, second hinging (8,9,10,12,13,14) means 
for hinging the means for stiffening on each means for linking, third hinging (18,19,20) 
means for hinging the stiffening means (11) directly or indirectly on a first object (37) to 
be coupled; wherein all hinging means allow rotation around an axis; wherein the 
stiffening means is a box (11); wherein the third hinging means allows rotation around 
one axis and the axis crossing the centres of the third hinging means; wherein third 
hinging means allows translational movement (fig. 1); a connecting means (fig. 1 - 
below 2 nd hinging means) to connecting which the means for linking are connected, the 
connecting means being hinged to the linking means by the first and second hinging 
means being fixed on the second object (1) to be coupled; a first connecting means (fig. 
1 - above 2 nd hinging means) for connecting the first object (21) to be coupled, the first 
connecting means being hinged to the stiffening means (1 1) by the third hinging means 
at two separate points; wherein the linking means rest on the second connecting 
means, and first connecting means are means for supporting the first object (21); 
coupling device further comprising three elementary coupling devices (fig. 1); wherein 
the three elementary devices are mounted relatively to each other so that the axes of all 
elementary coupling devices are mutually perpendicular, these elementary axes being 
the axes normal to the planes defined by the two means for liking of each elementary 
coupling device (fig. 1); wherein the angles between the axes of the linking means of 
the three elementary coupling devices and the vertical direction are equal to arcos (fig. 
1); further comprising means for absorbing vibrations and shocks (column 2, lines 10- 
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40); further comprising one means for absorbing vibrations and shocks in between each 
group of two elementary coupling devices (fig. 1); further comprising means for covering 
the complex coupling device on its sides (fig. 1); wherein the means for supporting is 
common to the three elementary coupling devices; and wherein the supporting means is 
specially adapted for sensor equipment (column 1 , lines 29-30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 3 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Flory '238. 

Flory '238 fails to disclose wherein the stiffening means is a hollow box. 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified a box of Flory '238 to be a hollow box wherein 
doing so would provide thereof to enhance the structural strength and rigidity of the box. 

Regarding claim 19, Flory '238 fails to disclose wherein the means for supporting 
is an inverted cone with six-sided plate. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
shape to a cone with the six-sided plate wherein doing so would provide thereof an 
additional strength on top for a bigger sensor equipment placed on it. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed November 14, 2006 have been considered however, 
the rejection of claims 1-3, and 5-23 has been withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Todd M. Epps whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8282. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on 571-272-6842. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Todd M. Epps 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 
January 25, 2007 
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